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Abstract.- There arc 183 species of freshwater fishes belonging to 83 genera, 26 families and 11 orders known
from Pakistan and Azad Kashmir.

Key words: Checklist, freshwater fishes, Pakistan.

INTRODUCTION centuries. The first monograph on the fish fauna of

Kashmir was by Heckel (1838). This was followed

T ) ‘ by the works of McCelland (1842), Steindachner
here are 183 species of freshwater fishes (1866), Day (1871, 1872, 1875-1878, 1880, 1889)

belonging to 83 genera, 26 families and 11 orders and Alcock (1898) during the nineteenth century.
recorded from Pakistan and Kashmir. This record is During the 20" century, several papers and books

based on the researches done during the last two were published on the freshwater fishes of the areas
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now included in Pakistan. The important works are:
Ahmad (1963); Qureshi (1965); Mirza (1970, 1975,
1980, 1990); Sheri and Saeed (1975); Jayaram
(1981, 1999); Mirza and Alam (1994); Eschmayer et
al. (1998); Kullander er al. (1998); Mirza and Bhatti
(1999); Rafique (2001); Kullander (2001). Mirza
(1978) and Bilgees et al. (1995) discussed in detail
work done on the fishes of Pakistan. There are,
however, some species of freshwater fishes
described from Pakistan recently that have not been
included in the above mentioned publications. These
arc included in the present checklist.

RIVER SYSTEM

Pakistan and Kashmir are drained mainly by
the river Indus and its tributaries. The Indus
originates in the Western Tibet from the northern
flanks of the Kailas Range. It has no connection
with the Manasarowar Lakes, which are situated
south of the Kailas Range. It flows in the north-west
between the Karakoram and the Himalayas. After
receiving many tributaries from the right and left, it
takes an acute turn in the south-east of Gilgit
towards the south. In the north-west of the Nanga
Parbat, it again bends towards the west and then
again towards the south in the North West Frontier
Province (NWFP). In this province, it falls into the
Tarbela lake. It has covered a long distance, about
1600 km in the northern mountains. From Tarbela, it
flows in the south-west for about 50 km up to
Attock Khurd where it receives the river Kabul from
the west. It flows through the Potohar Plateau and
the Salt Range and then enters the Indus Plain in the
south of Kalabagh.

In the Indus Plain, the flow of this river is
slower. It receives several rivers from the west: the
Kurram, the Gomal, the Nari, the Bolan, the
Kolachi, etc. Near Mithankot, it receives the
combined waters of the rivers Jhelum, Chenab,
Ravi, Beas and Sutlej in the form of the river
Punjnad. After passing through the Sindh Province
it falls into the Arabian Sea near Karachi. Its length
according to the latest surveys is more than 3860
km.

There are several streams in the northern
Balochistan which neither join any big river nor fall
directly into the sea. Instead, they end in the salt

lakes or hamuns such as the Hamun-i-Lora and the
Hamun-i-Mashkhel. These so-called rivers are the
Lora-Pishin and the Mashkhel, etc.

The rivers and streams in the Balochistan
Coastal areas fall directly into the Arabian Sca.
Among these, the rivers Hab, Porali, Hingol and
Dasht are more important.

CHECKLIST"

Class ACTINOPTERYGII
Subclass TELEOSTEI
Cohort ARCHAEOPHYLACES
Superorder OSTEOGLOSSOMORPHA
Order OSTEOGLOSSIFORMES
Family NOTOPTERIDAE

Genus Chitala Fowler

1. Chitala chitala (Hamilton)
Mystus chitala Hamilton, 1822.
Chitala chitala: Jayaram, 1999,

Distribution in Pakistan
This species is restricted to the Indus Plain.

Distribution outside Pakistan
India: Brahamputra, Ganges and Mahanadi
drainage systems, Bangladesh, Myanmar.

Genus Notopterus Lacepede
2. Notopterus notopterus Pallas

Gymmnotus nojopterus Pallas, 1769.
Notopterus notopterus: Day, 1889.

* Distribution in Pakistan

NWEFP, Punjab, Sindh,
Kashmir.

Balochistan, Azad

Distribution outside Pakistan
India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Malaysia,
Indonesia, Thailand.

Classification followed in this checklist is mainly after Norman
and  Greenwood (1975) with some modifications made
subsequently.
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Cohort CLUPEOCEPHALA
Superorder CLUPEOMORPHA
Order CLUPEIFORMES
Family CLUPEIDAE

Genus Gudusia Fowler

3. Gudusia chapra (Hamilton)
Clupanodon chapra Hamilton, 1822.
Gudusia chapra: Regan, 1917.

Distribution in Pakistan
NWEP, Punjab, Sindh, Balochistan.

Distribution outside Pakistan
India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Myanmar.

Genus Tenualosa Fowler

4. Tenualosa ilisha (Hamilton)
Clupanodon ilisha Hamilton, 1822.
Clupea ilisha: Day, 1889.

Hilsa ilisha: Misra, 1962.

Distribution in Pakistan
Sindh, Balochistan.

Distribution outside Pakistan
Iraq, Iran, India, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Sri
Lanka.

Genus Gonialosa Regan

5. Gonialosa manmina (Hamilton)
Clupanodon manmina Hamilton, 1822.
Gonialosa manmina: Misra, 1962,

Distribution in Pakistan
Sindh, Balochistan.

Distribution outside Pakistan
India, Bangladesh.

Cohort EUTELEOSTEI
Superorder PROTACANTHOPTERYGI!I
Order SALMONIFORMES
Family SALMONIDAE

Genus Oncorhynchus Suckley

6. Oncorhynchus mykiss (Walbaum)
Salmo mykiss Walbaum, 1792.

Salmo gairdnerii Richardson, 1836.
Oncorhynchus mykiss: Page and Burr, 1991.

Distribution in Pakistan

Northern Areas, NWFP (Exotic Rainbow
trout).
Distribution outside Pakistan

Kashmir (introduced), India (introduced),

British Columbia to California. Introduced in many
countries.

Genus Salmo Linnaeus

7. Salmo trutta fario Linnaeus
Salmo fario Linnaeus, 1758.
Salmo trutta fario: Misra, 1962.

Distribution in Pakistan
Northern Areas, NWFP, Quetta (Exotic Brown
trout). :

Distribution outside Pakistan
Eurasia (introduced in many parts of the
world).

Superorder OSTARIOPHYSI
Order CYPRINIFORMES
Family CYPRINIDAE'
Subfamily CULTRINAE

Genus Chela Hamilton

8.  Chela cachius (Hamilton)
Cyprinus cachius Hamilton, 1822.
Cyprinus atpar Hamilton, 1822.
Perilampus atpar: Day, 1889.
Chela cachius: Sufi, 1958.

Chela atpar: Misra, 1962.

Distribution in Pakistan
NWEFP, Punjab, Sindh,
Kashmir.

Balochistan, Azad

" The classification of the family Cyprinidae into subfamilics is
after Banarescu (1968) and Mirza (2000).
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Distribution outside Pakistan
India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Myanmar.

9.  Chela laubuca (Hamilton)
Cyprinus laubuca Hamilton, 1 822.
Perilampus laubuca: Day, 1889.
Chela laubuca: Sufi, 1958.

Distribution in Pakistan
NWFP, Punjab, Sindh.

Distribution outside Pakistan
India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Sri
Lanka, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia.

Genus Securicula Giinther

10. Securicula gora (Hamilton)
Cyprinus gora Hamilton, 1822.

Chela gora: Day, 1889.

Oxygaster gora: Misra, 1962.
Pseudoxygaster gora: Banarescu, 1967.
Securicula gora: Mirza, 1990.

Distribution in Pakistan
NWEFP, Punjab, Sindh.

Distribution outside Pakistan
India, Nepal, Bangladesh.

Genus Salmophasia Swainson

1. Salmophasia bacaila (Hamilton)
Cyprinus bacaila Hamilton, 1822.
Chela bacaila: Day, 1889.

Oxygaster bacaila: Misra, 1962.
Salmostoma bacaila: Banarescu, 1968a.
Salmophasia bacaila: Mirza, 2000.

Distribution in Pakistan
NWFP, Punjab, Sindh, Balochistan, Azad
Kashmir.

Distribution outside Pakistan
India, Nepal, Bangladesh.

12. Salmophasia punjabensis (Day)
Chela punjabensis Day, 1872.
Salmostoma punjabensis: Mirza, 1970.

Distribution in Pakistan
NWEFEP, Punjab, Sindh (Endemic to Pakistan).
Subfamily ASPIDOPARINAE

Genus Aspidoparia Heckel

13. Aspidoporia morar (Hamilton)
Cyprinus morar Hamilton, 1822.
Aspidoparia morar: Day, 1889.

Distribution in Pakistan
NWEFP, Punjab, Sindh,
Kashmir.

Balochistan, Azad

Distribution outside Pakistan
Afghanistan, Iran, India, Nepal, Bangladesh,
Myanmar, Thailand.

Subfamily RASBORINAE

Genus Amblypharyngodon Bleeker

14. Amblypharyngodon mola (Hamilton)
Cyprinus mola Hamilton, 1822.
Amblypharyngodon mola: Day, 1889.

Distribution in Pakistan
NWFP, Punjab, Sindh.

Distribution outside Pakistan
India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Myanmar.

Genus Barilius Hamilton

15. Barilius bendelisis (Hamilton)
Cyprinus bendelisis Hamilton, 1822.
Barilius bendelisis: Day, 1889.

Distribution in Pakistan
NWEP, Punjab, Sindh.

Distribution outside Pakistan
India, Nepal, Bangladesh.

16. Barilius modestus Day
Barilius (Pachystoma) modestus Day, 1872.
Barilius modestus: Day, 1889.
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Distribution in Pakistan
NWFP, Punjab, Sindh.

Distribution outside Pakistan
India.

17. Barilius naseeri Mirza, Rafiq and Awan
Barilius schacra naseeri Mirza, Rafiq and Awan,
1986.

Barilius naseeri: Mirza, 1990.

Distribution in Pakistan
Punjab (Endemic).

18. Barilius pakistanicus Mirza and Sadiq
Barilius vagra pakistanicus Mirza and Sadiq, 1978.
Barilius pakistanicus: Mirza, 1990.

Distribution in Pakistan
NWEFP, Punjab, Balochistan, Azad Kashmir.

Distribution outside Pakistan
Not recorded.

19. Barilius vagra (Hamilton)
Cyprinus vagra Hamilton, 1822.
Barilius vagra: Day, 1889.

Distribution in Pakistan
NWEFP, Punjab, Sindh, Balochistan, Azad
Kashmir.

Distribution outside Pakistan
India, Nepal, Bangladesh.

Genus Danio Hamilton

20. Danio rerio (Hamilton)
Cyprinus rerio Hamilton, 1822.
Danio rerio: Day, 1889.
Brachydanio rerio: Mirza, 1990.

Distribution in Pakistan
NWFP, Punjab.

Distribution outside Pakistan
India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Myanmar.

Genus Devario Heckel

21. Devario devario (Hamilton)
Cyprinus devario Hamilton, 1822.
Danio devario: Day, 1889.
Devario devario: Kullander, 2001.

Distribution in Pakistan
NWEFP, Punjab, Sindh, Balochistan.

Distribution outside Pakistan
India, Nepal, Bangladesh.

Genus Esomus Swainson

22. Esomus danricus (Hamilton)
Cyprinus danricus Hamilton, 1822.
Nuria danrica: Day, 1889.

Esomus danricus: Misra, 1962.

Distribution in Pakistan
NWEP, Punjab, Sindh, Azad Kashmir.

Distribution outside Pakistan
India, Nepal, Bangladesh.

Genus Megarasbora Giinther

23. Megarasbora elanga (Hamilton)
Cyprinus elunga Hamilton, 1822.

Rasbora elanga: Day, 1889.

Megarasbora elanga: Kullander et al., 1998.

Distribution in Pakistan J
Sindh.

Distribution outside Pakistan
India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Myanmar.

Genus Rasbhora Bleeker
24. Rasbora daniconius (Hamilton)
Cyprinus daniconius Hamilton, 1822.

Rasbora daniconius: Day, 1889.

Distribution in Pakistan
NWEFP, Punjab, Sindh.
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Distribution outside Pakistan
India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Sri
Myanmar, Malaysia.

Lanka,

25. Rasbora rasbora (Hamilton)
Cyprinus rasbora Hamilton, 1822.
Rasbora buchanani: Day, 1889.
Rasbora rasbora: Misra, 1962.

Distribution in Pakistan
Sindh.

Distribution outside Pakistan
India, Bangladesh,
Thailand.

Myanmar, Malaysia,

Subfamily BARBINAE
Genus Cirrhinus Cuvier

26. Cirrhinus mrigala (Hamilton)
Cyprinus mrigala Hamilton, 1822.
Cirrhina mrigala: Day, 1889.
Cirrhinus mrigala: Misra, 1962.

Distribution in Pakistan
NWFP (introduced),
Balochistan.

Punjab, Sindh,

Distribution outside Pakistan
India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Myanmar.

27. Cirrhinus reba (Hamilton
Cyprinus reba Hamilton, 1822.
Cirrhina reba: Day, 1889.
Cirrhinus reba: Misra, 1962.

Distribution in Pakistan
NWEFP, Punjab, Sindh, Azad Kashmir.

Distribution outside Pakistan
India, Nepal, Bangladesh.

Genus Cyprinion Heckel
28. Cyprinion microphthalmum (Day)

Scaphiodon microphthalmum Day, 1880.
Cyprinion microphthalmum: Mirza, 1969.

Distribution in Pakistan
Balochistan.

Distribution outside Pakistan
Iran, Arabia, Afghanistan.

29. Cyprinion milesi (Day)
Barbus milesi Day, 1880.
Cyprinion milesi: Mirza, 1969.

Distribution in Pakistan
Balochistan.

Distribution outside Pakistan
Iran.

30. Cyprinion watsoni (Day)
Scaphiodon watsoni Day, 1872.
Scaphiodon irregulare Day, 1872.
Scaphiodon readingi Hora, 1923b.
Cyprinion watsoni: Mirza, 1969.

Distribution in Pakistan
NWFP, Punjab, Sindh,
Kashmir.

Balochistan, Azad

Distribution outside Pakistan
Afghanistan, Iran.

Genus Gibelion Heckel

31. Gibelion catla (Hamilton)
Cyprinus catla Hamilton, 1822.
Catla buchanani Day, 1889.
Catla catla: Ahmad, 1943.
Gibelion catla: Rainboth, 1991

Distribution in Pakistan
NWEFP (introduced), Punjab,
Balochistan, Azad Kashmir (introduced).

Sindh,

Distribution outside Pakistan
India, Nepal, Bangladesh,
Lanka.

Myanmar, Sri

Genus Labeo Cuvier

32. Labeo angra (Hamilton)
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Cyprinus angra Hamilton, 1822.
Labeo angra: Day, 1889.

Distribution in Pakisral;
NWEP, Punjab.

Distribution outside Pakistan
Afghanistan,  India,
Myanmar.

Nepal, Bangladesh,

33. Labeo bata (Hamilton)
Cyprinus bata Hamilton, 1822.
Labeo bata: Day, 1899.

Distribution in Pakistan
Punjab, Sindh.

Distribution outside Pakistan
India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Myanmar.

34. Labeo boga (Hamilton)
Cyprinus boga Hamilton, 1822.
Labeo boga: Day, 1889.

Distribution in Pakistan
Punjab, Sindh.

Distribution outside Pakistan
India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Myanmar.

35. Labeo boggut (Sykes)
Chondrostoma boggut Sykes, 1838.
Labeo boggut: Day, 1889.

Distribution in Pakistan
Punjab, Sindh.

Distribution outside Pakistan
India, Bangladesh.

36. Labeo caeruleus Day
Labeo caeruleus Day, 1877.

Distribution in Pakistan
Punjab, Sindh,
Pakistan.

Balochistan. Endemic to

37. Labeo calbasu (Hamilton)

Cyprinus calbasu Hamilton, 1822.
Labeo calbasu: Day, 1889.

Distribution in Pakistan
NWEP, Punjab, Sindh.

Distribution outside Pakistan
India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Thailand,
China.

38. Labeo dero (Hamilton)
Cyprinus dero Hamilton, 1822.
Labeo sindensis: Day, 1889.
Labeo dero: Misra, 1962.

Distribution in Pakistan
NWEP, Punjab, Sindh, Balochistan.

Distribution outside Pakistan
India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Myanmar, China.

39. Labeo diplostomus (Heckel)
Varicorhinus diplostomus Heckel, 1838.
Labeo micropthalmus Day, 1877.
Labeo diplostomus: Day, 1889.

Distribution in Pakistan
NWEP, Punjab, Sindh,
Kashmir.

Balochistan, Azad

Distribution outside Pakistan
India.

40. Labeo dyocheilus pakistanicus Mirza and
Awan
Labeo dyocheilus pakistanicus Mirza and Awan,
1976.

Distribution in Pakistan
NWEFP, Punjab, Sindh,
Kashmir.

Balochistan, Azad

Distribution outside Pakistan
India (Punjab and Himachal Pradesh).

41. Labeo fimbriatus Bloch
Cyprinus fimbriatus Bloch, 1785.
Labeo fimbriatus: Day, 1889.






